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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE
Greetings Fellow Federationists,
Since our last issue of The Sounding Board, many of our members have continued to make a difference in “Changing what it means to be blind.”
 Last fall, a record number of participants attended our 29th Annual State Convention. The agenda was full of knowledge, inspiration and imagination. The Kurzweil National Federation of the Blind Hand Held Reader was demonstrated and highlighted. This spring many of us will provide feedback for the final design of the reading machine. The Reader will be promoted at the NFB National Convention in Dallas from July 1 to July 7, 2006. Make your convention reservation by calling the Hilton in Dallas at 214-761-7500. See you in Dallas!

By the way, save the dates for our 30th Annual State Convention, too: Friday, November 11 to Sunday, November 13, 2006.

This issue introduces our new editor, Kathy Gabry, and co-editor, Jerilyn Higgins. I want to thank them for the time they contribute to this worthy project. This issue is filled with information. After reading it, pass it on to teachers, family members, friends and neighbors.  Education and information have always been the objective of this publication.

With the new year upon us, it was imperative for Federation members to attend the Washington Seminar to introduce bills and proposals to our representatives. A summary of the important issues can be found in the article “Legislative Agenda of Blind Americans” in this publication, while full details can be found at www.nfb.org or by reading the Braille Monitor or Future Reflections. 
This March marks the first anniversary of ThruOurEyes.org. The ThruOurEyes project includes an Internet radio show, which I host, that highlights social, educational, legislative and other issues important to the blind. Listen to over 50 of our shows archived on the Web site and give us your input. At the State Convention, ThruOurEyes.org broadcasted live from the convention floor. 

Finally, at long last, the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey is proud to announce that our Web site www.nfbnj.org is ready for the world to read. Please check it out and give us your comments.
Share this information and help us to “Change what it means to be blind.”

Yours in Federationism,

Joseph Ruffalo


President, NFB of NJ

*************************

RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT 2005 NFB STATE CONVENTION

RESOLUTION 2005-01
Regarding the establishment of a NJCBVI Parents Advisory Council  

WHEREAS, it has been said that parents are the child’s first teachers; and

WHEREAS no one knows the blind child and his or her developmental and educational needs better than the parents; and 

WHEREAS the NJ Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired over the years has declared its commitment to partnership with consumers; and

WHEREAS the interchange of ideas between parents and Commission staff cannot help but lead to mutual understanding, wider dissemination of information and improvements in services to blind children: Now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of NJ in Convention assembled this thirteenth day of November, 2005, in the township of Clark, NJ, that this organization commend the NJ Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired and in particular Amy Ricciardi and David DeNotaris for establishing a Parent Advisory Council; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we encourage the Commission to continue to engage in dialogue on a regular basis with consumers.

RESOLUTION 2005-02

Regarding the need for Braille lessons four times per week

WHEREAS research has shown that young blind children need lessons in Braille at least four times per week in order to gain adequate literacy skills; and

WHEREAS young blind children in New Jersey are still receiving fewer than four Braille lessons per week: Now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of NJ in Convention assembled this thirteenth day of November, 2005, in the township of Clark, NJ, that this organization call upon the NJ Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired to make providing four Braille lessons a week an absolute top priority in the education area; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call upon the Commission to keep us informed on a regular basis both of the progress in getting blind children the lessons they need and of any impediments to that progress.

RESOLUTION 2005-03

Regarding the need to make changes in CBVI’s employee cap to allow for the hiring of driver aides

WHEREAS the blind clients of the NJ Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired need instruction in Braille, mobility, access technology, adjustment to blindness and daily life skills in order to live successfully as blind persons; and 

WHEREAS the most efficient and effective teachers of these skills are teachers who are blind themselves; and 

WHEREAS the blind instructors at the Commission need driver aides to transport them to the homes of blind clients; and

WHEREAS whenever the Commission hires a driver aide it counts against their state-mandated cap on number of employees, even though a driver aide is a necessary accommodation for these blind staff members; and

WHEREAS this practice not only diminishes the quality of services to blind clients but also decreases the number of blind individuals who can be employed: Now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the National Federation of the Blind of NJ in Convention assembled this twelfth day of November, 2005, in the township of Clark, NJ, that this organization call upon the Commissioner of the NJ Department of Human Services to recommend to the Department of Personnel to exempt driver aide positions from inclusion in the cap or, if driver aide positions must be counted in the cap, to raise the Commission’s cap to include them.   
*************************

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA OF BLIND AMERICANS:

PRIORITIES FOR THE 109TH CONGRESS SECOND SESSION
By Jerilyn Higgins
The National Federation of the Blind (NFB) was formed as the "voice of the nation's blind" to present the collective views of blind people in all aspects of society.  All of our leaders and the vast majority of our members are blind, but all are welcome to participate in our movement.  Every year 75,000 people will become blind, and there are an estimated 1.1 million blind Americans.  The social and economic consequences of blindness affect not only the blind but also our families, friends and coworkers.

Our priorities for the second session of the 109th Congress reflect an urgent need for action in three areas of vital importance to blind Americans. 

1.  Congress should require publishers of textbooks used in higher education to produce electronic editions for blind students in a standard, nonvisual format by supporting the Higher Education Textbook Access Act.  This proposal would:

· establish a National Nonvisual Access Standard for higher education textbooks;

· designate a National Higher Education Textbook Access Center to receive files from publishers and provide them to qualified blind students upon request; and

· require publishers to provide the National Higher Education Textbook Access Center with an electronic copy of each edition of every textbook prepared in accordance with the National Nonvisual Access Standard to assure that printed instructional materials are accessible to blind students in higher education.

2.  Congress should expand targeted business and employment opportunities for the blind by enacting the Blind Individuals' Business Development and Employment Opportunities Act.  This proposal would:
· establish a federal agency within the U.S. Department of Commerce to administer  the Randolph-Sheppard Act and expand employment for the blind through creation of Qualified Blind Business Enterprises (QBBEs) and Qualified Blind Employment Enterprises (QBEEs) eligible for priority consideration in the award of federal procurement contracts;

· establish management, workforce and pay criteria which any for-profit or nonprofit corporation must meet to be certified as a QBBE or a QBEE; and

· provide QBBEs and QBEEs with access to low interest loans and loan guarantees, training and technical assistance to support their creation and growth.

3.  Congress should enact H.R. 2872, the Louis Braille Commemorative Coin Act and companion legislation in the Senate.  This proposal would provide funding for a national campaign to increase literacy among blind youth by teaching them to read and write Braille. 
Blind Americans seek your support to address these priorities during the second session of the 109th Congress.  If needed legislation is adopted, the continued integration of the blind into society will be advanced.  We urge every member of Congress to help us achieve our objectives during this session of Congress.  Our success benefits not only the blind, but all of America as well. 

Contact Information:
James McCarthy

Director of Governmental Affairs

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND

E-mail:  jmccarthy@nfb.org
Phone:  410-659-9314, extension 2240

Fact sheets on the issues can be found in their entirety in the Braille Monitor, Future Reflections and on the NFB Web site at www.nfb.org.

*************************

THE WASHINGTON SEMINAR:

REFLECTIONS FROM A LEAD STUDENT
By Jessica Scannell

Editor’s Note: Leadership, Education, Advocacy and Determination (LEAD) is a statewide program funded by the New Jersey Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired and administered through Heightened Independence and Progress (HIP). The LEAD program is for high school students grades 9 through 12 who are blind or visually impaired. The uniqueness of the program features mentors who are blind and visually impaired. This article was originally sent as a “thank you” to Najwa DeMartino, an administrator of the LEAD program at HIP. For more information about LEAD, contact Najwa  at 201-996-9100, ext. 23. 
 
I recently attended the Washington Seminar in Washington, D.C. with the LEAD program. I had a great time, and I learned so many things that I had never known before. I met many interesting and important people who inspired me to become more independent in my life. I would like to especially thank Joe Ruffalo and Jerilyn Higgins. They are wonderful role models for me, as are the many other people I met while I was there. Joe and Jerilyn showed me how to believe in myself and to never stop trying. I learned so much and had so much fun, especially when we went to the International Spy Museum. This was also my first train ride, and I learned how to get food from the dining car. 
The memories I have of my trip to Washington will stay with me for a lifetime. Thank you for giving me this wonderful opportunity!

*************************

CAPITAL CHAPTER NEWS

By Mary Jo Partyka, President

Since the last issue of The Sounding Board, our chapter participated in two of its biggest fund-raisers: the Septemberfest at Veterans Park in Hamilton Township and the Fall Festival at the New Jersey Library for the Blind and Handicapped. Although we made some money at the Septemberfest, we realized that many of the other nonprofit agencies who participated gave away items and capitalized on their literature and what they do. We will do the same thing next year and are in the process of developing a brochure which highlights our chapter events.

We had an enjoyable Christmas party at La Villa Restaurant in Hamilton Township. The food, service and fellowship were wonderful.

During this year, we will be participating in a wardrobe fund-raiser at Chico’s, a Princeton clothing store, where we will receive 10% of the merchandise sold that day. We also hope to participate in another fund-raiser during the spring. Several Capital Chapter members will participate in a preliminary walkthrough tour at the Grounds for Sculpture where the Library for the Blind and Handicapped will sponsor their Braille Literacy Through the Arts program on June 3, 2006.
The chapter is contemplating several additional projects, but firm plans have yet to be decided. 

The Capital Chapter meets on the third Saturday of the month at the Lawrence Library located at 2751 Brunswick Pike in Lawrenceville, NJ. The dates for this year's meetings are as follows: February 18, March 18, April 22 (the week after Easter), May 20, June 17, August 19 and October 21. Our meetings are from 10 a.m. to noon, and we invite any interested persons to come and join us.
*************************
CENTRAL CHAPTER NEWS

By Jerilyn Higgins, President
The Central Jersey Chapter of the NFB of NJ meets during the months of September through June at the Joseph Kohn Rehabilitation Center, located at 130 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick. Our meetings are scheduled for the second Saturday of the month, except for holiday weekends, when there is an alternative date that month. We gather about 9:30 a.m. to network and share information while we enjoy coffee and donuts. The meeting is called to order at 10 a.m. and is adjourned at noon. At our March 11, 2006 meeting, we will be electing officers.

On April 1, 2006 our chapter is sponsoring a bus trip to the NFB’s National Center in Baltimore, Maryland. Come and join us. There may still be seats available. The National Center is always making advancements and gaining so much new technology. It is always an exciting learning experience for all. 

On May 13 we are planning a Walk-A-Thon at a nearby park in New Brunswick.

June 24, 2006 is our annual barbecue.  As always, we take this opportunity to invite all the other NFB of NJ chapters. We have a great time sharing our accomplishments, discussing future ideas and plans, and doing a lot of networking. For more information about the barbecue, please contact Lynn Reynolds, our vice president, at 908-251-5510.

Ten of our chapter members have already made their reservations for the NFB National Convention in Dallas, Texas. We are all looking forward to an exciting time there once again.

Reminder: After our monthly meetings there is an opportunity to learn Braille. Call ahead of time for an appointment with a Braille mentor, so that transportation arrangements can be scheduled.

Please come and join our chapter as we work towards securing equality and opportunities for the blind and visually impaired people of our community, so that we can live happy and prosperous lives.

*************************
GARDEN STATE CHAPTER NEWS

By Ryan Stevens, President

The Garden State Chapter was the designated host chapter for the 2005 State Convention in November in Clark. Ten of our members attended. Upcoming events include a bowling day on March 18 at the Playdrome in Cherry Hill and joining the Central Chapter on a trip to the National Center in Baltimore, MD on April 1.  The date for our 2006 chapter picnic is scheduled for September 16 at the Red Bank Park in National Park, Gloucester County. 
The Garden State Chapter holds its meetings on the third Saturday of every month (except July) in Conference Room A, 5th Floor, John F. Kennedy Hospital, Chapel Avenue and Cooper Landing Road in Cherry Hill. Please join us!
*************************

GARDEN STATE CHAPTER’S 

MEET THE BLIND/ FUND-RAISER EVENT

By Linda J. DeBerardinis

 

  The Garden State Chapter’s treasury was really low. After much thought, we decided to put into action some of the things we learned at the National Convention from the successes of others. Our plan was to combine a Meet the Blind event with a Krispy Kreme fundraiser. First we had to book the date with Wal-Mart six months in advance. Next we ordered a lot of kernel books and cartons of different information from Mr. Lazarus at the Baltimore NFB Center. We then had to find the proper person to contact at Krispy Kreme, send in a letter of request, and follow up with a lengthy application. Next, we contacted our local high school’s Interact Program asking for a student who had a large enough car or truck to pick up two 6-foot tables from Taylor Rental, deliver them to Wal-Mart and return them at the end of the day. The counselor called me back in two days with a reliable student to do the job. 
With all that taken care of, we decided it would be more expedient and neater if we made up folders with all the important NFB information, plus a kernel book in each one. That way we could just hand a folder to everyone who bought donuts or anyone expressing an interest. To catch the eye of the public, the various folders included all colors of the rainbow! We had 100 “If Blindness Comes” books to hand out as well. 

The big day was October 29, 2005. We picked up the 115 dozen Krispy Kreme donuts. Chapter members Andrea Barto, Ed Godfrey, Dean MacGlaughlin and I arrived and were ready. Mario DeBerardinis and Brian Cain, our sighted volunteers, went to the other entrance and inside Wal-Mart to announce our event and fundraiser. Our day was very successful in many ways. We handed out over 200 kernel books, at least 75 “If Blindness Comes” books, tons of literature and sold all 115 dozen donuts. The best part was that after deducting our expenses our total profit was $600! Hooray! Thanks to our fundraiser, we now had the money to reimburse transportation costs of the members who attended the State Convention, help one of our members go to the Washington Seminar, and many more things will follow I’m sure! 

*************************

NORTHEAST CHAPTER NEWS 

By Daniel Facchini, President
  

The Northeast Chapter experienced a very successful and exciting year in 2005. We’re very proud of getting our Web site  – ThruOurEyes.org – up and running. The site offers easy access to streaming video of our Public Access Television show “Thru Our Eyes,” as well as streaming audio of the show. Our first online video show featured Access Link. We also started airing Internet radio shows twice a month on many different topics related to blindness.
A grant we received through the Imagination Fund will allow us to continue developing the Web site and educating the public on blindness. The grant also provided funds so that we could add additional programs, such as a free voice chat program and an 800 number so listeners can call in during a radio show and ask questions of our host and guests. The call-in number is 1-800-791-6563.

In the near future, we're looking forward to a radio show featuring Dr. Maurer, so please continue checking our Web site for dates: www.ThruOurEyes.org. 
The Northeast Chapter meets the second Saturday of every month at 39 Monona Ave., Rutherford. Hospitality time is 10 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.; the meeting starts at 10:45 a.m.
*************************

NORTHERN CHAPTER NEWS

Dr. Ed Lewinson, President
The Northern Chapter meets on the third Saturday of the month from September to June at the Gateway Center across from Penn Station in downtown Newark. Meetings officially go from 10:30 a.m. to noon, but we sometimes come early to have breakfast at the Market Street restaurant. Meetings this spring will be held March 19, April 16, May 21 and June 18. Although we do not meet in July and August, we sometimes get together socially during the summer. 

Joe Ruffalo arranged for our 2005 Holiday Party to be held at the Knights of Columbus in Belleville. Chapter Vice President Gerry Moreno and his wife Madeline organized the party and conducted the statewide raffle. The drawing was held at the party. The food was good, the entertainment was excellent, and the fellowship was fine. Santa Claus joined us, looking suspiciously like Joe Ruffalo.
The Northern Chapter also sold NFB calendars. Several members of the chapter participated in the Washington Seminar. 

One of the most important functions of the National Federation of the Blind is as a support group. We learn from one another. New members are always welcome. We hope that you will attend our next meeting and decide to become a member. If you have any questions or would like more information, contact Ed Lewinson at 973-374-1223 or 973-222-2166 or via e-mail at Lewinson @panix.com.

*************************

NEWS FROM THE NJ ASSOCIATION OF BLIND MERCHANTS 

By Lynn Reynolds
 

The Randolph-Sheppard Act may be going through some changes as Congress will be looking at our program as well as the Javits-Wagner-O’Day (JWOD) Act.  Several of our Business Enterprise Program (BEP) operators attended the Oversight Hearing held by the HELP Committee on October 20, 2005 at which Senator Michael B. Enzi, Wyoming, commented that he wanted solutions.  Nicky Gacos went to Washington in December and January to meet with Jim Gashel, Kevin Worley (NFB), and members from NCSABNIB and the American Council of the Blind. As a result, a proposal has been drawn up. It suggests that Randolph-Sheppard still remains a priority and opens other self-employment opportunities for blind people.
In February, several of our BEP operators attended the Washington Seminar as this new proposal was one of the issues we introduced to Congress.  

Future meetings will be held in Nashville at BLAST April 27 - 30, 2006, which is hosted by the National Association of Blind Merchants (NABM); after the annual meeting of BEP operators on May 6, 2006 at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Clark, NJ; and at the National Convention in Dallas, Texas. There will also be a meeting of NABM at the National Convention.
Raffle tickets are being sold for $2 per ticket to benefit NABM. First prize is $1,000, and second prize is $500.

If you have any questions concerning the NJ Association of Blind Merchants, you may contact Anna DeSantis at 732-462-4604, Nicky Gacos at 732-672-7766, or Lynn Reynolds at 908-251-5510.
*************************
POBC NEWS

By Carol Castellano, President

Parents of Blind Children-NJ has been busy since the last issue.  Statistics gathered for our annual board meeting reveal that POBC-NJ assisted families, teachers, students and many others in New Jersey and 10 other states.  We took part in the NFB of NJ State Convention, the Commission’s Parent Advisory Council, the Commission’s Teacher Training, the NFB’s NASA event in Baltimore, the Library’s Disney on Ice evening and the Commission’s Education Focus group.  In addition, our members continue to serve on many committees and councils in the state for the purpose of improving services and opportunities for blind children.  One of our current projects is developing a survey regarding education services.  

Our next events will be Sensory Seminars and audio-described performances of the Pushcart Players’ Stone Soup at various theaters in New Jersey.  On Saturday, April 29, we will hold our annual Seminar at the White Sands Oceanfront Spa & Resort in Point Pleasant Beach.  This year the theme will be “Out and About,” and the seminar will feature sessions on O&M, recreation, socialization, independence and many more.  Please call 973-377-0976 for more information.  We look forward to seeing everyone there.   

*************************

SENIOR CHAPTER PROPOSED FOR NFB OF NJ

By Pat Healy
Are some of us really old enough to be talking about starting a Senior Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind here in New Jersey?

The truth is that some of us really are 50 and older, and some of our concerns and issues may be changing.  Some of us have been blind since childhood or for a very long time, and some of us are experiencing various degrees of loss of sight recently or in the last few years.

If you're interested in a Senior Chapter, or have issues that are important to you as a blind senior, or just want to get together, please contact Pat Healy at phealy4321@earthlink.net or  973-586-6136.

*************************

NJ COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED

CALENDAR YEAR 2005 REVIEW
By Pamela L. Gaston
The staff of the New Jersey Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (CBVI) recognizes and embraces the importance of assisting our consumers in achieving the goals of independence and self-sufficiency. A strengthened commitment to the concept of dedicating resources to enhancing the quality of life for our consumers made 2005 a year of noteworthy achievement. 

During the coming year, CBVI plans to focus its efforts on not only improving upon what has already been accomplished, but also on finding more efficient and effective ways of providing services to our consumers.

The following highlights chronicle some of the accomplishments and achievements that took place at CBVI during 2005:

Vocational Rehabilitation

· We added more vocational rehabilitation staff and re-evaluated what defines “quality.” The result is that instead of concentrating on numbers, the focus is on helping the individual reach his/her highest level of independence.

· We implemented the Employer Outreach Initiative, an exciting new project that involves a proactive approach to increasing employment opportunities by reaching out to major employers to foster relationships and establish partnerships. 

· In celebration of National Disability Employment Awareness Month, CBVI hosted its first Disability Mentoring Day on October 19. This very successful event created an opportunity for consumers, mentors and potential employers to discuss career goals and challenges, as well as strategies that enable the process of achievement.     

· Larger employers, such as Prudential, consulted with CBVI’s Management Information Systems/Assistive Technology department for assessment of accessibility issues, including the evaluation of their Web sites.  

· An office work environment lab was established at the Joseph Kohn Rehabilitation Center (JKRC) in New Brunswick to provide students with hands-on experience in workplace activities, productivity, sales practices and the development of other specific skills that will enhance employability.
· The average annual income of CBVI’s Business Enterprise Program (BEP) operators rose from $45,000 to $50,000 in calendar year 2005. 
· CBVI has presented a 4-week Summer Pre-College Experience Program on the campus of Drew University for over 30 years. August 5, 2005 marked the program’s first annual commencement ceremony to celebrate the students’ completion of the program.  

Education 

· As a result of the efforts of a young CBVI student/advocate, the organization received $900,000 to hire an additional 12 teachers. This will enable New Jersey to pull closer to the recommended five Braille lessons per week.  Braille learners will now receive four lessons per week. 
· To ensure that we are providing the best possible education services for our blind/visually impaired students, an Education Focus Group was convened in January 2006 to evaluate current practices and procedures. 
· More than 200 kids attended Camp Marcella in 2005. In cooperation and partnership with the NJ Lions and the Camp for Blind Children, Inc., the owners of Camp Marcella, a new pool will be installed and ready for the 2006 camping season. CBVI has also initiated an association with the American Camp Association (ACA) with the goal of achieving ACA accreditation in 2007.
Senior Services

· CBVI is developing an Older Blind Program in the Toms River area and plans to develop an additional proposal for serving older deaf-blind individuals in the Central Region using federal funding. 
· Recognizing that the needs of consumers age 60+ are more complex today than we’ve traditionally thought, we are putting together a Task Force with the goal of developing and implementing action plans to address their specific needs.  
Staff Development

· CBVI, the Department of Human Services and the Department of Education are working together to establish a certificate program for Teacher of the Blind at The College of New Jersey in Trenton.
*************************
HILTON PORTRAIT UNVEILED
At the June 15, 2005 Board of Trustees meeting of the New Jersey Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired, Gaytha I. Kraushar, Chair of the Board, announced the following:

Mr. DeSantis, as Chairperson it gives me great pleasure to present this portrait of Jamie Casabianca Hilton which was commissioned by the Board of Trustees of the New Jersey Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired in tribute to her accomplishments as Executive Director. Mrs. Hilton served the Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired successfully, innovatively and effectively during her 12-year tenure from 1990-2002. This portrait is a fitting tribute to her fostering the spirit of “believe and achieve.” We are delighted that Mrs. Hilton's portrait will hang among those of former Directors here in the Board room. These portraits are a lasting reminder of the dedication of individuals whose prime concern was the well-being of the blind and visually impaired community. 

Mrs. Hilton, your commitment to expanding the horizons for the blind and visually impaired during your entire professional career has been impressive. Your knowledge, enthusiasm and sincere concern have benefited those with whom you have worked and those whom you have served. You have touched hundreds of lives, opening doors of opportunity in order to enhance independence and productivity. 

It is with gratitude and deep appreciation that we honor you in this manner. The Trustees join me in wishing you all the best.

*************************
DISNEY PRINCESSES HELP CELEBRATE BRAILLE LITERACY
By Anne McArthur
Disney On IceSM waved its magic wand to bring an awe-inspiring, magical masterpiece to Trenton when Disney princesses Cinderella, Jasmine, Ariel, Sleeping Beauty, Belle, Mulan and Snow White skated into Trenton’s Sovereign Bank Arena this past January. For this Braille Literacy Month event, Disney on Ice generously offered blind/visually impaired children and their families a private story reading and a hands-on backstage “touch tour” as well as dinner and tickets to the show. 
Disney’s Belle read “Beauty and the Beast” and “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,” followed by a presentation of Braille books about the princesses to the New Jersey Library for the Blind and Handicapped. The hands-on tour gave the children the opportunity to visualize the Seven Dwarfs by feeling their costumes. The children and their families had a wonderful time at this once-in-a-lifetime event! Look for great photos of the event on NJLBH’s Web site at www.njlbh.org under Recent Events and Photos.
*************************

SUMMER READING CLUB MEMBERS WIN AWARDS AND TRIP
By Sharon Rawlins
Nine children won gift certificates, and one very lucky girl also won a grand prize trip to Disney World at the Medieval Faire Summer Reading Club celebration at NJLBH in August 2005. Children ages 5 – 18 read books on the themes of “Dragons, Dreams & Daring Deeds” and “Joust Read” and wrote an essay based on how the challenges faced by a character in one of the books they read related to their own lives. 
The winners, by reading category, are: Kindergarten – Grade Three: Rocco Fiorentino, Jr., Anthony Gilio, honorable mention.  Grade 2 – 4: Michael Baumgartner, Patrick Baumgartner, honorable mention.  Grade 4 – 6: Stephanie Zundel, Ryan H. Blume, honorable mention.  Grade 5 – 8: Melanie Reach.  Grade 6 – Young Adult: Tiffani-Amber Rivera, Patricia Davis, honorable mention. Melanie Reach was the grand prize winner of the trip for four to Disney World. 
Patricia Davis wrote in her essay, “I chose Patsy (from “A Redbird Christmas” by Fannie Flagg) because I also had to live with people other than my real parents. I was placed with them almost nine years ago and have been very happy since.  I am in a wheelchair and can’t walk or talk.  I have to endure in-home PT and OT which are often painful, and I had several surgeries and procedures I had to recuperate from, just like Patsy did.  I continue to face challenges in my life, but, like Patsy, my life is a lot better now.”  
Rocco Fiorentino, Jr. stated, “I overcame my mobility challenges with the help from my friend Mr. Cane.  With my cane, I can find my way when I am not sure of where I am going.  With my cane, I can tell different things like grass, sidewalks and curbs.”  Ryan H. Blume revealed, “The challenge I had to overcome is my brother.  His name is James, and he is four.  He tortures me just like Snape tortures Harry (from the Harry Potter books).  He hits me, and he says stuff that is really annoying.  He copies me.  He breaks my LEGOS.  I learned to ignore him most of the time.  I don’t hit him back.  I use my words.  Having a brother is hard.”  To read all the winning essays go to NJLBH’s Web site at www.njlbh.org and click on Youth Services, then on the link to Summer Reading Club and Photos.
2006 NJLBH Summer Reading Club

Our Summer Reading Club theme for 2006 will be “Paws, Claws, Scales & Tales” for the younger readers and “Creature Feature” for the older readers. The celebration event will be held on Saturday, August 19, 2006 at NJLBH. Save the date and check for more information on our Web site. Participation in the Summer Reading Club may be used as the major criterion when the Library needs to select a limited number of youth members for special events, so be sure to encourage your child to sign up for the Summer Reading Club today!
*************************

SAVE THE DATE FOR
FUN, FOOD AND ACCESSIBLE ART!
Arrangements are in progress for Braille Literacy Through the Arts, a new event sponsored by the NJ Library for the Blind and Handicapped (NJLBH) in partnership with the Grounds for Sculpture, the NJ Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired, the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey and the New Jersey Council of the Blind.

WHEN: 
Saturday, June 3, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.


WHERE: 
Grounds for Sculpture, Hamilton, NJ

Watch for the Library’s Winter Newsletter, which will have reservation forms.  Many of the activities will be limited admission, so be sure to reserve early. To receive the NJLBH newsletter via e-mail and for more information, please call 1-800-792-8322.
*************************

ELECTIONS EVENT EMPHASIZES 
NEED FOR ACCESSIBLE POLLS
By Anne McArthur, NJLBH Head of Outreach & Audiovision

In partnership with the National Federation of the Blind of NJ and the NJ Division of Elections, the New Jersey Library for the Blind and Handicapped (NJLBH) hosted a panel discussion on the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) in Trenton last April. A display of accessible voting machines with hands-on participant interaction was also available. The event was designed to highlight the ongoing need for the use of voting systems that are accessible for voters with disabilities. The three organizations partnered to raise the public’s awareness that each individual should have the opportunity to vote privately, regardless of physical disability.

The secret ballot has never been available to blind or visually impaired voters. However, new technology and new legislation is now making it possible for blind people to go to the polls and vote privately and independently like other Americans. 

HAVA is a federal law passed in 2002 that provides federal money to assist states in upgrading voting equipment and election procedures. HAVA ensures the right to a private ballot by making voting systems and products simpler to use and easily available to all individuals – including those with disabilities. Some New Jersey counties have already purchased accessible voting machines in preparation for the January 2006 deadline for HAVA compliance.
Vito J. DeSantis, Executive Director of the New Jersey Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired, noted the importance of providing accessible voting machines. “Voting in privacy is not only a constitutional right, but it is also the most important statement of citizenship a blind or visually impaired person can make. The perception that blindness or visual impairment means an inability to be an active member of the community has to be dispelled. Access to the voting booth is a good first step towards changing that perception for not only the general public, but also for people who are blind,” explained Mr. DeSantis.
The event provided a forum consisting of a panel discussion and questions from the public. The discussion highlighted the ongoing need for voting systems that are accessible to voters with disabilities.  Joe Ruffalo, a blind citizen and President of the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey, served as panel moderator. 

Panelist and Congressman Rush Holt spoke strongly for the need for accessible voting machines. “Interest in the integrity and accessibility of the voting process remains intense, as our discussion here today demonstrates,” Congressman Holt said. “The process of perfecting our democracy — which is always a work in progress — cannot move forward unless voters and election officials can have confidence that all votes cast are counted.” Other panelists included Assemblyman Reed Gusciora; Ramon De La Cruz, Esq., Director of the New Jersey Division of Elections; Mary Ciccone, Managing Attorney for New Jersey Protection and Advocacy; and James McCarthy, Director of Governmental Affairs for the National Federation of the Blind.
The event also provided a hands-on opportunity to test the new voting technology supplied by four commercial companies: Accupoll, Avante, Sequoia, and VoteHere, Inc. More than 200 people tested and evaluated the voting machines and related equipment. The accessible machines incorporate features such as speech or audio (synthetic voice reading the printed display), headsets with volume control, and tactile or Braille identification on controls. 

Blind voter Barbara Finan of Fords observed, “I do not want to have poll workers go in the booth with me. I think it is my right to go by myself.” Sherlock Washington, a regional coordinator for Leadership, Education, Advocacy and Determination (LEAD), attended with a group of young LEAD students and stated, “The primary reason for bringing our students today is to teach them what HAVA is all about. One of our chief responsibilities as an adult is to be an advocate for oneself and to vote. By coming to NJLBH, the event showed these students what advocacy can do and exposed them to voting technology for the blind and visually impaired that gives total independence. ”

Event co-host NJLBH welcomed the NFB of NJ’s invitation to work together on the event, which supports NJLBH’s goal of providing access to current information on issues vital to the community it serves. NJLBH Director Venetia V. Demson concluded, “As the public library for New Jersey’s residents who are blind, visually impaired, deaf-blind or who have a reading or physical disability, NJLBH partners with other state agencies in promoting public awareness of the importance of accessibility in all areas, including voting machines. Accessibility ‘levels the playing field’ for our citizens with disabilities, fostering independence and full participation in the rights and responsibilities of our democracy.” 
*************************
REDISCOVERING INDEPENDENCE
A Look at My 8 Months Training at the Colorado Center for the Blind

 

By Klaus Zechner

 

My name probably tells you that I’m not from the U.S. That’s right. I was born and raised in Austria and came to the U.S. for graduate studies in Language Technologies at Carnegie Mellon University 10 years ago.

At that time I had been diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa (RP) for 8 years, but, as often happens with mid-stage RP, my eye problems were, for the most part, limited to the night time. I was quite fine during daylight hours and had no problems reading even fine print, writing or working on a computer. 

I was a very independent person, took care of my bachelor’s household myself, and did my studies, all without any visual aids or assistance. My wife can attest to that since we met in those early years in the U.S.; we both lived in Pittsburgh, PA at that time.

I soon began having some difficulties seeing during the daytime as well, and then, about five years ago, I started using a short cane, but not with a lot of skill. (I received some O&M training from the Pittsburgh Council for the Blind.) As time passed by, I became less and less independent as I was more and more shying away from activities that used to be so easy for me, including cooking, going to the store on my own, taking the bus to an event and many others. 

In 2001, I received my Ph.D. from Carnegie Mellon, and a challenging year of job search followed. It was often hard to say if I didn’t get the job because of other more qualified competitors, the tight financial situation of the company (this was the time of the main impact of the recession) or discrimination due to my vision impairment. Eventually I received multiple good job offers in May of 2002 and accepted a position as a Research Scientist in Speech Technology at Educational Testing Service in Princeton.

When we moved to Lawrenceville, NJ in the summer of 2002, I felt even more disabled as there were no businesses in close walking distance, and there was only one bus to work and back, and that was also a good 20 minutes away. I was too scared to go that way on my own for fear of getting lost.

My blindness was turning out to be an ever larger burden on me and was causing a major depression.

It was then that I attended the NFB of New Jersey State Convention in Princeton, NJ and heard someone giving a very motivational speech about going to the Colorado Center for the Blind (CCB) in Denver and learning many blindness skills there and, foremost, becoming much more independent and self-confident. I felt that I should do that for myself. After all, despite the “inconvenience” of being so far away from home and my wife and having to take a leave at work, being so dependent on other people, and particularly on my wife, was not a good feeling. Our NFB of NJ president, Joe Ruffalo, supported my plan wholeheartedly, and so we eventually visited three places: the Joseph Kohn Center in New Brunswick, the BISM Center in Baltimore, MD and the CCB in Colorado. It was a close tie between Baltimore and Denver, but Denver had a little edge, and so I decided that I would apply there … I just had to convince the State of NJ that I needed out-of-state training because it would fit my needs much better than the local center, and that they should provide the funding. With a letter detailing my reasons for Denver and another letter from the CCB on my behalf, in July of 2004, my stay in Denver was approved.

I had heard that Denver was a “tough” program. Some people even claimed that they were “radical” and “extreme” with respect to the stress on blind independence, but nothing prepared me for the real experience.

As a student at the CCB, you are required to wear sleep shades from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. every weekday. This was not an easy thing to do in the beginning because I still had a little residual vision but had to get to places and do things without being able to see anything whatsoever. A nice aspect of the CCB is that almost all their teachers are blind themselves, as is the director. This kind of role modeling has a good effect on the students. We were about 24 students altogether, with constant change in the student population through graduating from or joining the program.

We had four main classes: home management (which I call cooking), Braille, cane travel (O&M) and technology (computers). We also had classes in “philosophy,” where we had guest speakers at times and discussed a wide variety of aspects of being blind; “home maintenance,” where we learned some useful skills such as using an electric saw, hammer and nails; and “jobs” where we explored potential job possibilities and how to get there. For me, as I was already employed – ETS had given me a leave of absence for these 8 months – we looked for other scientists and researchers who are blind so I could network with them.

In addition to the classes, there were a number of extracurricular activities, some of which were meant to challenge us quite a bit and let us explore the area at and beyond our comfort zone. For me this included four days of downhill skiing (which was lots of fun, except maybe for that close encounter with a tree), Christmas tree cutting, visits to local museums that had accessible exhibits, participation in community events such as the Martin Luther King parade and driving lessons at the steering wheel of real cars! I can honestly say that I drove a car with blind shades on! Other center activities included rock climbing, white water rafting, canoeing and even sky diving (this last activity was voluntary).

For me, it turned out that Braille and cane travel were the hardest. While most students learn their way from the apartments to the center in a couple of days, I still kept getting lost on my way to and from the center after two or three months on a regular basis. Here is a short passage from my diary:

 

“problems [on the way to the mailbox]; after erring around for a while I almost land in front of the mail room when someone offers me help to get there. Afterwards I want to go to the bus stop and back – my dad recommended a walk, and the weather is sunny and nice – but on the way I get lost again and then fall into a pit on the edge of a parking lot.  No major injuries, fortunately, but some real bruises on my right side … another nice person volunteers to guide me back to my apartment.”
 

I am probably someone who has an innate difficulty getting oriented, and my Boy Scout years did not remedy this much. Additionally, I have two further handicaps next to the vision impairment that interfere with travel: for one, my hearing loss, which results in problems picking up auditory cues from the environment and, in particular, determining the direction of sounds, and secondly, my concentration and focus are impaired because of some medication I have to take. Particularly because of my hearing issues my travel instructor decided that I should use an Access-Ride bus service to get to places instead of public transportation; that way I would not have to cross busy intersections which would require a much longer time of practice than could be provided in these eight months at the CCB. I first felt a little bit sad and inferior, as almost all the other students used public transportation, but eventually I understood that this was a good idea for me — travel was still hard enough, despite an easier way of getting to places. At the end of the program, I successfully completed all three travel requirements: the “Monster,” which is a route to multiple self-selected places being traveled to in one day and accomplishing certain tasks there; the “Scavenger Hunt,” which is like the “Monster” but my instructor chose the places to go to; and finally the – most feared – “Drop,” where you get dropped off, of course blindfolded as always, at some unknown location and have to find your way back to the center with only one question allowed to another person. I was dropped in a quiet residential neighborhood, and it took me quite a while to find a busy street with a bus stop. This bus took me to the light rail, and this, in turn, to a station close to the center from where the route was quite well-known to me. I was proud of myself to have accomplished all of that without using any eyesight. In Braille I struggled quite a bit but completed Grade 1 Braille by the end of the program. As my graduation project, I labeled my CDs in Braille as it does get harder for me to figure out with my eyes what’s on a CD. Technology was probably one of the most important classes, as I use the computer for almost all my work at ETS. I feel much more confident using JAWS than before, but more practice is still needed.

Finally, in cooking I saw a transformation from someone who is afraid just to put a pot of water on the stove to someone who is able to cook a complete graduation meal for 50 people, all by himself, and with sleep shades on. I stood in the kitchen for three days, but it was worthwhile: the all-Austrian menu consisted of cream of garlic soup, beef goulash with Spaetzle (German egg noodles) and Sacher cake with whipped cream (a famous cake from Vienna, Austria). Again, I was proud of my accomplishment. Before the actual cooking, I had to find the recipes, translate them into English, convert the measurements, calculate the amount of ingredients needed and do the grocery shopping on my own.

For my graduation, my wife came to Denver from New Jersey and the director of the CCB gave me the “Freedom Bell,” symbolizing the limitlessness of us blind people.

When I look back at my time in Denver, I see many challenges and hard, frustrating times, but also many positive success stories, caring teachers, great classmates and an antipathy to cleaning the apartment. But more important than all the little things I learned, there is the big change of attitude that took place: from someone being afraid of challenges, giving in, relying on being taken care of by others, to someone who is confident in himself and not afraid of taking on any challenges that he may face. I am most grateful for this change of attitude, and this, in my opinion, should be the main reason and motivation for anyone to go to such training.

In the days, months and years ahead, my challenge is to continuously work on and improve the blindness skills I learned in the program. I am currently working on all four main components, but there always could be more to do.

In closing, I want to say that this blindness training experience in Denver was deep and fundamental and has had a very positive effect on my current life and the way I see my blindness. I recommend it to anyone who is ready to be challenged in order to gain independence, self-confidence and a positive outlook on blindness.
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Editor’s Note: Parts of this text were presented at the NFB of NJ State Convention in Clark, NJ, on November 12, 2005. For more information on the CCB, visit their Web site at http://www.cocenter.org/ or call 1-800-401-4632. The author welcomes comments and questions about this article and the experience behind it. E-mail him at kzechner@earthlink.net
*************************

MOBILITY MUSINGS

By Sue Tillett


Most of the time, as I stroll around town with my Seeing Eye dog Wonder, I rarely give much consideration to the obstacles and challenges we face every day.  But this morning, as my guide dog slows down at our approach to the chain-link fence that still blocks the sidewalk on the east side of Witherspoon Street just below the cemetery, I am extremely vexed.  As we step into the street and hug the curb, I am thinking, “If two cars come along and have to pass each other, we will either get hit, or they will surely put the squeeze on us.  Couldn’t they have at least left the apron between the sidewalk and the street free?” 

This particular blockade is a hazard and an inconvenience for everyone.    This section of sidewalk has been blocked off for at least a year, and I have avoided it for several months.   I could understand the sidewalk being blocked off for such a long time while they tore down and rebuilt the new library, but really, how long is one small business given to complete a construction project? Can we expect a four-star restaurant when they are through?

This got me reflecting on the various hurdles we often encounter, although I generally don’t even give them a second thought:   curb cuts so flush that you can’t tell when you have left the sidewalk and entered the street; cars parked across the sidewalk; garbage can lids, shopping carts, newspapers, etc., blocking the sidewalk; the noise of a leaf blower, lawn mower or jackhammer making it impossible to decide when it is safe to cross a street; the disturbed gentleman  who barks at my dog; piles of leaves to go around on the roads where there are no sidewalks; puddles, ice, unshoveled sidewalks or a path too narrow to accommodate a person and a dog; snow drifts to scale in order to cross the street; overhanging branches that thwap me in the face because my dog doesn’t look up; fallen branches after a storm; barking dogs who trail us from behind a fence; and cats and squirrels who tease, adding distraction and spice to Wonder’s walk; the humps in the sidewalk that go up and over the roots of our magnificent, majestic trees; the cars that cut us off turning right on red or nearly hit my dog in the hind end as she hesitates to indicate a curb; and my personal favorite, the one that never fails to give me a chuckle, someone walking toward me talking loudly making me think I need to make room for two people, only to discover that it  is one person talking on a cell phone.

These things and much, much more make up the tapestry of our daily walks, and we take most of them in stride, barely riffling a feather, but how is it possible, a year later, that this same section of sidewalk is still obstructed?
Our getting around town is teamwork at its best! When we are waiting to cross a street, the first judgment call is mine, but if it isn’t safe to cross, Wonder will refuse my command, exercising what is called intelligent disobedience.  It is up to me where we go, but it is up to Wonder to get us there safely. If we get confused or cross a street diagonally, people often think that the dog isn’t doing a good job.  The truth is that Wonder is doing a superb job, and most of our mistakes can be traced back to something I did or failed to do.

Although modern technology has made many things a lot easier, this morning my musings keep me on the path of impending difficulties.  Gone are the days of buttons and knobs, and I dread the day I have to replace my TV, dishwasher, washing machine or dryer with their onscreen menus and touch screen controls.

And suddenly, the newest silent predator pops into my mind ‑ the hybrid ‑ which will soon be stalking us in ever increasing numbers.  Don’t get me wrong.  I fully support the concept of a car that runs on a battery and fuel, the way I concur with the curb cuts that make Wonder’s and my life more difficult.  But how will we learn to survive alongside this latest soundless hazard, the most frightening threat to the blind traveler yet?

With this last perilous thought, I derail this futile theme, slip into Small World, and splurge on my favorite iced café almond latte to allay my peevish state of mind.  I guess I will avoid that segment of Witherspoon Street for a little while longer, and who knows, maybe next time that bedeviling barricade will be gone.
*************************

NEW OUTLOOK PIONEERS OFFER FREE BRAILLER REPAIR
The New Outlook Pioneers provide an inexpensive repair service to Perkins brailler owners. The Pioneer Volunteer Brailler Repair Shop has been in operation since mid-2003 repairing braillers for nonprofit organizations and individuals who may not easily afford commercial repair. The Pioneer volunteers are all retirees who formerly worked in technical pursuits. 

 The group repairs with either new or used parts, as available, and the service is free except that they request reimbursement for their cost of any new parts that must be installed in braillers they repair.  All machines are logged by serial number to ensure the return of each machine received for repair to its proper owner. 

The Pioneers also accept donations of used or damaged machines that can be used for spare parts. 

The group provides pick up and delivery in a 20-mile radius of Denville, NJ. Owners can also ship a unit for repair, carefully packed in a box (not its carrying case), insured with the U.S. Postal Service, and with the legend “Free Matter for the Blind” in the upper right corner of the package address side. Please note that the U.S. Postal Service will charge a fee for the insurance. A card with the owner’s name, address and other contact information should be included in the package, along with a statement describing the nature of the problem. 

For further information, please contact Charles Phelan at 908-647-9226 or 908-229-0041 or via e-mail at fixnbraillers@juno.com.
*************************
MailCall™  PERFECTLY SUITED FOR MOBILE E-MAIL NEEDS
By Joshua Buckler
Editor’s Note: We received this notice, in part, from MailCall™:
A new and easy-to-use technology resolves the challenge of utilizing e-mail and the Internet for the blind. Until now, there was no effective way for a blind person to use their e-mail at home and at the office, but particularly when away from any special devices that might be set up in fixed locations. MailCall™ solves this problem.
MailCall™, a Great American Technologies product, based in New Jersey, is a mobile audio e-mail solution that allows anyone to access and respond to his or her e-mail over any phone, any time, anywhere. Now individuals can have their e-mail read over the phone with a very clear and life-like text-to-voice engine.

For a small monthly fee, blind and visually impaired individuals can keep in touch with family and friends, stay up to date in business dealings, listen to Web pages and even have an easy-to-use recording device at their fingertips.

MailCall™ is available for a free 30-day trial. No credit card is necessary to try the service. Just call 973-848-9393 or go to www.mailcall.com and a customer service representative will be happy to help you get set up. Even if you do not have an e-mail address yet, a representative will help you set up a free e-mail address that is compatible with MailCall™. For more information, contact Joshua Buckler at jbuckler@gat-usa.com.

*************************

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN NOTICE

NFB Capital Campaign pledge payments may be made at any time.  Thanks to all of you who have completed your NFB Capital Campaign pledge payments.  If you would like to mail in an NFB Capital Campaign pledge payment, write "Capital Campaign" in the memo section of the check, and send it to:

National Federation of the Blind

Attn: Capital Campaign

1800 Johnson Street

Baltimore, MD 21230

For an update on your NFB Capital Campaign pledge payment status, call Ms. Walton at the NFB at 410-659-9314, ext. 2289.
*************************

LETTERS

September 14, 2005

 

 Dear Joe,
 

I appreciate the opportunity to review the video from Thru Our Eyes.  Public transportation is, of course, among the most vital subjects for the blind.  I note that in your planning you included age groups ranging from quite young up.  I’m sure that there will be other programs with equal access themes for the blind covering different aspects of interaction with the community, and I wish you all success with them.  

 


Cordially, 


Marc Maurer, President


National Federation of the Blind

Hi Joe,


Congratulations on a job really well done!!  You get better every year. The State Convention was a smash in my book.  You are really, really good at what you do.  Your job fits you to a T.  You're a lucky man to continually bring such hope and promise to so many of us.
Thank you, from the bottom of my heart.

Pat Healy

*************************
Dear Ms. Higgins,
I wish to express my sincerest gratitude to you and the members of the Scholarship Committee for honoring me with a scholarship and the wonderful accommodations that allowed me to attend the State Convention on November 11-13. I have forwarded the check on to the Bursar’s office to help defray the cost of next semester’s tuition.

I thoroughly enjoyed the weekend and the opportunity to meet so many of the good people dedicated to helping those with vision loss and to see some old friends. I was especially pleased to be able to visit with Ms. Hairston, who has been an inspiration for me. By dealing with the common dilemmas that visually impaired people face daily in such pragmatic ways, I found the workshops to be particularly helpful.

Overall, the weekend lit a fire of recognition in me that blind and visually impaired people must never again accept the low expectations that many in society have placed upon us. Ms. Pierce’s speech made it clear to me how much progress has been made in this regard, but there is more to do. Nothing succeeds like success. We scholarship winners can do nothing less than our best to repay your faith in us. Together let us remind the world that visually impaired people can indeed succeed.

Thank you again for your part in the tireless efforts of the NFB of NJ and the generosity of its benefactors that make the lives of the visually impaired easier and more rewarding. I promise to continue the good fight.

Sincerely yours,

Kelly Matula

BUS TRIP TO NFB HEADQUARTERS IN BALTIMORE
The Central Jersey Chapter of the NFB of NJ is sponsoring a bus trip to the 
National Center for the Blind in Baltimore, MD on Saturday April 1, 2006.

The bus will be leaving from the following locations:

· Newark Penn Station promptly at 8:00 a.m.
· Joseph Kohn Rehabilitation Center, 130 Livingston Ave.,                   New Brunswick, at 9:00 a.m.

· Exit 4 on the New Jersey Turnpike, at 10:30 a.m.

We will arrive in Baltimore at approximately 12:30 p.m. 
Following lunch, we will begin our 3-hour tour of the NFB Center, 
including the International Braille and Technology Center, the Materials Center (where you can make purchases) and the new NFB Jernigan Institute.

The Jernigan Institute includes a research library, technology training labs, classrooms, offices and an access technology incubator designed to support the development and commercialization of technology helpful to the blind.

We are planning to leave by 4:00 p.m. Return times will be approximately:
· Exit 4 on the Turnpike: 6:00 p.m.
· New Brunswick, JKRC: 7:30 p.m.
· Newark Penn Station: 8:15 p.m.
The cost is $35 per person, 
which includes light refreshments on the bus and lunch at the NFB Center.

Please join us in a great time and a valuable learning experience!
Tickets Must Be Reserved

 For more information please contact
 Jerilyn Higgins, President, NFB Central Jersey Chapter

E-mail: jdhiggins@rcn.com   Phone:  973-239-8874
Make your check payable to NFB of NJ Central Jersey Chapter and mail it to: 

 Jerilyn Higgins  2 Old Farm Road  Verona, NJ  07044
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