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If you or a friend would like to remember the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey in your will, you can do so by employing the following language: "I give, devise, and bequeath unto the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey, 69 Prospect Place, Belleville, New Jersey 07109, 

a non-profit corporation, the sum of $__ (or "__ percent of my net estate" or 

"The following stocks and bonds: __") to be used for its worthy purposes on behalf of blind persons.
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TABLE OF CONTENTS

Presidential Message 
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.      5

Fred Schroeder, Our Special Guest Speaker
.
.
.
.
.      6

Hotel Information
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.      7

Proclamation
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.      7

The White Cane
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.      8

Capital Chapter News
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.      9

Central Chapter News
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.     10


Garden State Chapter News
.
.
.
.
.
.
.     11


Northern Chapter News
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.     11

POBC News
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.     12

NFB Outreach at Work
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.     13

Reflections from a Former Student
.
.
.
.
.
.     15

State Raffle Update
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.     16

The Leadership Seminar
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.     17

Reflections on the NFB Leadership Seminar
.
.
.
.
.     18

Touch and See
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.     19

Letters
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.     19

Ten Courtesy Rules of Blindness
.
.
.
.
.
.     21

State Convention Information
.
.
.
.
.
.
.     22

State Convention Registration Form
.
.
.
.
.
.     23

************************* 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

By Joe Ruffalo

Dear Fellow Federationists,


Once again the National Federation of the Blind NJ is preparing for our annual state convention, which will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 36 Valley Road, Clark, New Jersey from Friday, November 8 to Sunday, November 10, 2002.  I advise you to make your hotel reservations as soon as possible by calling 732-574-0100.  Make sure when you reserve your rooms that you mention that you are attending the NFB convention.  The block of rooms is available at our special rate until October 15, 2002.  After this date, you can still make reservations if there are rooms available, but not at our rate.  DON’T HESITATE TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!  Refer to the registration form at the end of The Sounding Board.  Door prizes are greatly needed; therefore, bring them with you to the convention or mail them to Joe Ruffalo, 69 Prospect Place, Belleville, NJ, 07109.  

One of the exhibits scheduled for Friday will be accessible ATM machines from Fleet Bank.  We are also happy to announce that Independent Living Aids will participate in this year’s convention.  They will demonstrate and sell products to conventioneers.  Please send all resolutions by to October 30 to Ryan Stevens, Resolutions Committee Chairman, at (856) 858-3518.

The NFB of NJ is proud to announce the Blind Merchant’s Division of NJ, which was founded in the spring of 2002.  Congratulations to all members of this division and to Nick Gacos, President, and Lynn Reynolds, Vice President.  

In mid-April I had the honor and pleasure of serving as National Representative for the New Mexico State Convention.  Being part of another state’s convention was educational.  Learning from other leaders throughout the nation can only assist in making our state affiliate stronger.  In a future editions of The Sounding Board I will be writing an article about this experience.  From July 2 to July 9, 2002, ninety-four New Jerseyans attended the national convention of the NFB in Louisville, Kentucky.  With over 2600 conventioneers in attendance, an impressive exhibit hall, workshops, division meetings, seminars, and social activities, this convention was extremely successful.  Begin to make your plans for next year’s National convention in Louisville by listening to Dr. Maurer’s monthly presidential messages and future Braille Monitors (reserve early; the suites will go quickly).  


Congratulations to Philip So, our most recent winner of an NFB national scholarship.  At this past convention in Kentucky, Philip was awarded a scholarship in the amount of $3000.  Congratulations, Philip.


Thanks to all who participated in this year’s state raffle.  Your donations are greatly appreciated.  Special thanks to Madeline and Gerry Moreno for co-chairing this year’s raffle committee.

Yours in Federationism,

Joseph Ruffalo, President

*************************
FRED SCHROEDER, OUR SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER

By Carol Castellano


We will be honored to have Dr. Frederic K. Schroeder as the National Representative at our Convention in November.  Many of us remember the last time Dr. Schroeder was our guest and the delightful and insightful presentations he made at that time.


Dr. Schroeder, a tireless advocate for the blind and people with other disabilities, directs the Professional Development and Research Institute on Blindness at Louisiana Tech University and is a Research Professor with San Diego State University in the area of Vocational Rehabilitation.  He has also served as the U.S. Commissioner of Rehabilitation Services and as Executive Director of the New Mexico Commission for the Blind, which he was instrumental in establishing.  Most of us are familiar with his writings, which appear often in the Braille Monitor and other journals, and with his work as national Board Member of the National Federation of the Blind.


Perhaps the most exciting endeavor Dr. Schroeder has been involved with was his pioneering work in the field of Orientation & Mobility, when he was the first blind person in the nation to be admitted to a university program in O & M.  At that time, he was denied certification on the basis of blindness.  Dr. Schroeder then went on to fight successfully for the right of the blind to become mobility instructors. 


We are indeed pleased that Dr. Schroeder will be coming again to New Jersey.  Make sure you’re there for the excitement!

*************************

HOTEL INFORMATION

The Crowne Plaza Hotel

36 Valley Road, Clark, NJ 07066
 Tel: 1-732-5740100 * Fax: 1-732-8150661 
Check-In Time:     3:00 PM
Check-Out Time: 12:00 PM

WELCOME!  Centrally located, newly renovated, suburban hotel located conveniently off the Garden State Parkway at Exit 135, nine miles south of the Newark Airport and 20 miles from Manhattan.  Complimentary shuttle service to local businesses.  Over 8000 square feet of meeting space.
Our hotel staff speaks: French, Spanish

   
Hotel Features

· 192 Guest Rooms 

· 1 Suites 

· 6 Floors 

· Cocktail Lounge 

· 1 Restaurant 

Parking Information

· Complimentary Parking 

Local Information

· Golf within 1 MI 

· Tennis within 4 MI 

· Shopping within 5 MI 

Complimentary Area Shuttle within 5 MI radius of hotel.
    
Personal Services

· A/C Public Areas 

· Cash Machine 

· Gift Shop 

· Newsstand 

· On-site Guest Laundry Facilities (washer/dryer) 

· Safety Deposit Box 

· Secretarial Services 

· Turndown Service 

· Wake Up Calls 

Downtown Information

Manhattan, NYC (20 MI)


*************************

Proclamation

WHEREAS, the white cane carried by blind citizens throughout New Jersey demonstrates and symbolizes their ability to achieve a full and independent life and their capacity to work productively in competitive employment; and

WHEREAS, the white cane allows blind people to move freely and safety from place to place and makes it possible for them to fully participate in and contribute to our society; and

WHEREAS the law requires that motorists exercise appropriate caution when approaching a blind person carrying a white cane; and

WHEREAS, state law also calls upon employers, both public and private, to be aware of and utilize the employment skills of our blind citizens by recognizing their worth as individuals and their productive capacities; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, through its public agencies can look forward to a continued expansion of employment opportunities for, and greater acceptance of, blind people in the competitive labor market;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JAMES E. McGREEVEY, Governor of the State of New Jersey, do hereby proclaim

OCTOBER 15, 2002

as

WHITE CANE SAFETY DAY

in New Jersey, and call upon all citizens to recognize the white cane as an instrument of safety and self‑help for blind pedestrians on our streets and highways.

GIVEN, under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of New Jersey, this twelfth day of July in the year of Our Lord two thousand two and of the Independence of the United States, the two hundred and twenty‑seventh.







James E. McGreevey







GOVERNOR

*************************

THE WHITE CANE

By Gloria Lewis


The National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey is seeking to heighten public awareness of the white cane.  The white cane is an efficient tool for mobility and a symbol of independence.


Each year on October 15, we mark the observance of congressional resolution, HR 753, the “White Cane Law.” 
This decree, also known as the “Civil Rights Bill for the Blind, the Disabled, and the Otherwise Handicapped,” diligently addresses issues affecting the quality of life of disabled citizens in America.  This bill grants rights to the blind regarding access and enjoyment of public buildings, transportation, housing facilities, use of guide dogs, and provides for White Cane Safety Day.


White Cane Safety Day was first established in 1964 by congressional resolution, at the request of the NFB.  Our desire was to encourage official public recognition of the white cane as a symbol of the right of blind people to be fully independent and to be an equal part of the community.


The world of the blind and visually impaired was expanded and enhanced significantly as white canes and guide dogs were put into use as tools to aid in promoting safety and self-reliance for people with visual impairments.  

*************************

CAPITAL CHAPTER NEWS

By Mary Jo Partyka

Since the last edition of The Sounding Board, our chapter has gained two new members, Jean and Dan Canella.  In March we gave out literature and demonstrated the use of Braille at the Mercer County Fun Day for special education students.  On July 27, we distributed literature and sold products at the Mercer County 4H Fair.  Our chapter has also spoken at two schools and at Robert Wood Johnson Medical Center about blindness and the NFB's role in our lives.  David Mostello and I also had the privilege of attending this year’s leadership conference in Baltimore.

Our fall chapter meeting will take place on October 12 and our holiday party will be scheduled for some time in December.

*************************

CENTRAL JERSEY CHAPTER NEWS

By Jerilyn Higgins

 

On Saturday, September 14, 2002 at 10:00 AM the Central Jersey chapter will resume monthly meetings.

I hope everyone had a wonderful summer and is ready to get back to work.  We need to continue the work that we began for our state convention in November in Clark.  Our chapter is the host chapter and we have lots of plans to discuss.  See you in September.

 
The Central Jersey chapter is sponsoring a wonderful informative day trip to the NFB’s National Center for the Blind in Baltimore, Maryland.  This exciting event will be on Saturday, October 12, 2002.  The bus will be leaving Newark Penn Station at 8 AM with a stop at the Joseph Kohn Rehabilitation Center, 130 Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick at 9 AM, and a stop in the Trenton area at 9:45 AM.

 
The bus will arrive in Baltimore at approximately noon.  We will have the opportunity to purchase the latest aids and appliances from the Materials Center, and also tour the world class International Braille and Technology Center for the Blind, where they have the latest adaptive equipment for blind and visually impaired persons, including the first talking voting and ATM machines. 

The cost of the bus is $20.00 round trip per person.  There will be light refreshments in the morning on the bus; bring snacks if you need to.  After the tour of the center we will have a late lunch at the Inner Harbor at approximately 3 PM.  The bus will be returning to the Trenton area at 7:30 PM, New Brunswick at 8:15, PM and Newark at 9 PM.  Please take this opportunity to explore first hand this valuable resource.  For more information concerning the Baltimore trip, contact Lynn Reynolds, Central Jersey Chapter Treasurer, at 732-599-7420.

*************************

GARDEN STATE CHAPTER NEWS

By Ever Lee Hairston

Congratulations to Fran Boardman, Anne Jordan, and Willis Edmunds for attending their first National Convention this July in Louisville, Kentucky.  The other members who attended were Ever Lee Hairston, Ryan Stevens, Ed Godfrey, and Linda DeBerardinis.

On August 17th (a very hot summer day) the Chapter’s annual summer picnic was held at the home of Fran Boardman.  There was lots of fun, food, and music.  Ed Godfrey entertained us with several guitar selections, which inspired us to shake a leg!  There was a surprise guest present, Agnes Allen, a charter member of the chapter, who now resides in Connecticut.

The Garden State Chapter looks forward to welcoming the Southern Region LEAD participants to the October meeting to help celebrate White Cane Day.  All members are looking forward to their holiday celebration at Vitarelli’s Restaurant on December 21.  In the new year we are planning to attend the Washington Seminar.

The officers for the Garden State Chapter are the following: President Ever Lee Hairston, Vice-President Ryan Stevens, Secretary Ed Godfrey, Treasurer Linda DeBerardinis, Board Members Anne Jordan, Marilyn Swartz, and Merry MacGlaughlin.

*************************

NORTHERN CHAPTER NEWS

By Gerald Moreno

Did you ever ask yourself why you should attend a chapter meeting?  Networking and fellowship are two important reasons for attending.  At a local chapter meeting, you can ask questions and receive answers on a one-to-one basis.  Come and join us and meet the blind of northern New Jersey.

The Northern New Jersey Chapter meets the third Saturday of every month from September through June.  We meet at 10 AM in the chapel in the Gateway Hotel, located at Raymond Plaza and Raymond Boulevard, Newark, NJ. 

For more information, call Jerry Moreno at (973) 751-8771.  See you at a chapter meeting soon!

The meeting dates for 2002-2003 will be:

September 21

Welcome back meeting

October 19


“Meet the Blind Month” activity 

November 16

December 21

Tentative date of the Holiday Party

January 18


Celebrate the New Year with the NFB

February 15

March 15

April 19

May 17 


Tentative date of State Raffle drawing

June 21


End of season finale

October has been declared “Meet the Blind Month” nationwide.  Our chapter will be participating.  Attend our kick-off meeting on September 21 and help design the activity. 

Last year’s holiday party was a success thanks to good participation, great talent, and warm spirit.  It was held at the Chandelier restaurant in Belleville and everyone had a good time.  The food was excellent and the music divine. 

Santa and his helpers will be looking for you this year.  Come join us this year and deck the halls NFB style!

The tentative date for the state raffle will be May 17.  Why not come and see if you’re the winner this year?  Remember to support your chapter and state affiliate by selling and/or buying raffle tickets.

*************************

POBC-NJ NEWS

By Carol Castellano

Greetings from Parents of Blind Children-NJ!  We had a busy Spring season, beginning with an audio-described performance of The King and I at the Paper Mill Playhouse and then followed by an incredibly well-attended trip to the Liberty Science Center.  So many of us signed up that we were afraid LSC would never want us back, but they did invite us back for another special tour.  In the summer we held our annual Summer Swim at White Meadow Lake, where many families relaxed and enjoyed a beautiful day in the sun.  


Right now, we’re in high gear preparing for our 10th anniversary Seminar, “Information, Inspiration, Celebration,” which will be held on September 28th.  Here’s the info.  We hope you all will join us.  

Sat., Sept. 28, 2002

9:30 AM to 4:00 PM

Somerset Ramada Inn, Somerset, NJ, 732-560-9880

Registration: Parent or Blind Adult $35; Professional $55

Blind children free, courtesy of the Safari Club; other children $12

Continental breakfast, lunch, child care, and children’s programs all included!

Please call POBC-NJ Pres. Carol Castellano at 973-377-0976 to register.

Program Highlights

Special Guest Speaker—Pam Allen, Director, Louisiana Center for the Blind

Programs for Children—World Music Program and the Sensory Safari

Movement and Development for the Young or Delayed Child

Tools, Techniques, and Technology for the Child with Additional Disabilities

The New Global Positioning System for Blind People

Digital Textbook Technology

Independent Living Skills

Looking ahead to the World of Work—Supported and Regular Employment

Special Needs Financial Planning

Library Services

Hands-On Workshops

POBC-NJ gratefully acknowledges the support of the NJ Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired for this Seminar.

*************************

NFB OUTREACH AT WORK

By Gloria Lewis

Federationists should embrace every opportunity to promote the movement.  Such an opportunity was presented to the Northern Chapter of the NFB of New Jersey on Saturday, July 27, 2002.  The occasion was a health fair conducted by the South Orange Vailsberg United Methodist Church, in South Orange, New Jersey.

We were offered a booth at the fair, and decided to capitalize on the chance to educate people about blindness and the National Federation of the Blind.  The booth was staffed by Chapter President Dr. Edwin Lewinson, Edna Baker, Jerry Cooper, Elaine King, and Gloria Lewis.

We handed out information about the organized blind movement, along with Braille alphabet cards, our chapter public outreach pamphlet, and Kernel books.  In keeping with the health theme of this event, we distributed a great deal of informational material to help diabetics take better control of this disease and minimize the chance of developing diabetic side effects.  We provided information about many aspects of diabetes including the New Dietary Guidelines for Diabetes Management, Diabetic Eye Disease, and Diabetics, Don't Give Up on Braille.  A magazine entitled Diabetes Action Network Articles was also distributed.  All this information was obtained from the National Center in Baltimore.

Among the many visitors to our booth were some eighth graders who were seeing Braille for the first time.  They had many questions for us, including "Can Braille be written in cursive?"  They were so intrigued by the way in which Braille is written and read, and so impressed with its effectiveness, that they expressed interest in learning the skill.

With the expertise of Edna Baker as Braille tutor and with the alphabet cards, slates, styluses, and index cards that were on hand, the Braille lessons began.  After a remarkably short time, these youngsters were writing their own names, as well as complete sentences in Braille.  We were pleasantly surprised, and we assured them that they had made quite an accomplishment.  “Where can we buy slates and styluses?" was the next question.  After being told how to obtain these items, they promised to correspond with us in Braille.

The more we engage in public relations activities like this one, the more visible we become.  Public relations activities can be enjoyable; they can be fun.  They should not be regarded as work, but as one more way in which we can help change what it means to be blind.

*************************

REFLECTIONS FROM A FORMER STUDENT

By Rick Fox

Editor’s note: Rick Fox, a longtime member of the NFB, worked at IBM for 19 years.  He was educated in the NJ public school system with the assistance of the NJ Commission.  Rick is a graduate of the prestigious Brown University.  He delivered this speech before the CBVI staff on June 14, 2002.

Ms. Hilton, honored guests, and friends.  In this room today is one of my childhood mobility instructors, Don Carugati, my Ed Counselor from the sixth grade through my senior year in high school, Mary Beth Nadler, and my wife, Debbie Bloomer.  I had better choose my words and my steps very carefully.

My mother discovered my blindness when I was eleven weeks old.  I can't imagine the shock and helpless horror parents must feel when they receive that news. 

Somebody from this Commission visited with my mother, and helped her come to believe that I could lead a full and happy life if I were raised to work for it and believe in it myself.  Somebody from this Commission encouraged her to let me run, roller-skate, and ride a bike, even if it meant a few bumps and bruises along the way.  I want to thank all of you for the encouragement and motivation you have given to thousands of blind people and their families to get on with their lives. 


When I was in second grade, Miss Nadell was my Ed Counselor.  It was the first week of the new year.  I was full of good food, Christmas cheer, and lots of new toys. 

Miss Nadell entered the room like a roaring lion.  She had just seen some of my end-of-year assignments, and they weren't too good.  Well, she let me have it.  I don't remember exactly what she said, but she was not pleased that I hadn't worked up to what she thought was my potential. 

"But how could I concentrate?  I protested.  "Christmas was coming!" 

"That's just an excuse!" she said.  "You can do better!  You can do better!" 

I want to thank all of you who have said no to the well-intentioned path of least resistance, and yes to hard work and high expectations for your clients and students.  We all know that these qualities improve the odds for a good and happy life. 

During the summer before my high school junior year, I traveled by bus from Asbury Park to Long Branch to Mary Beth Nadler's apartment with another student of hers, who was about my age.  We learned how to make sandwiches--opening cans of tuna, cutting up celery and onions, and stirring in the mayonnaise.  What a mess we must have made of the kitchen! 

This was the first time I had ever done these things!  It occurred to me then that my mother wouldn't be making my dinners for the rest of my life, and that I could survive on my own if I were properly taught.  This was an important lesson. 

Mrs. Nadler didn't work during the summer.  She did this on her own time.  I want to thank all of you, who went above and beyond the call of your job descriptions for the good of your clients and students. 

Now we enter a period of great testing and uncertainty.  How will we maintain and improve our services without so many of our good and experienced colleagues? 

The Commission and consumers have built a strong working relationship over the past decade, and it has paid dividends.  The NFB has suggested innovative programs, such as Newsline and Jobline, the Commission has supported them, and thousands of blind people have been well served.  Parents and consumers have given thousands of volunteer hours to plan and implement the LEAD program, the Resource Center for Blind Children, and the Braille Mentoring Program.  The Commission has supported these endeavors, and thousands of blind people and their parents have been well served. 

  Can we improve?  Yes, we can do better!  We can do better!  I am convinced that if all people and organizations of good will resolve to work together in good faith, all of us can act with dedication and imagination, with patience and intelligence; and we can maintain and build upon the legacy left to us by our colleagues and friends.  Thank you. 

*************************

STATE RAFFLE UPDATE

Madeline and Jerry Moreno, 

Co-Chairs of Raffle Committee
The annual state raffle was held on Saturday, June 15, 2002 at the Gateway Hotel, located at Raymond Plaza and Raymond Boulevard, Newark, NJ. 

The 2002 State Raffle Shop-Rite gift certificate winners are as follows:

First Prize-$500 (from the mailer): Alfredo Acain from Pompton Plains, NJ

Second Prize-$250 (a member sale): Alan Henley from West Orange, NJ

Third Prize-$125 (a member sale): Stuart Witter from Bloomfield, NJ

A good reason to sell raffle tickets is that it gives you the opportunity to talk about the NFB.  This advertisement is free and will help to make people who might have not heard aware of us. 

Another reason is that it raises funds for our state and local treasuries and provides a source of funds for each member to defray the costs of attending a convention.  At our July board meeting, a motion was passed to allow a member to defray the costs of the state convention as well.  If you cannot attend the national convention next year you can now have your proceeds given to you at the state convention in 2003. 

The raffle grossed $3191 and the cost of tickets, prizes, etc. was $1317.19.  Our state treasury received $1153.61.  Four hundred ninety-five dollars was distributed to members while chapters gained $160 and POBC $65.

Our thanks to all who participated.  To those that did not, some of that money could have been yours!  We look forward to more members joining in with us this coming year. 

*************************

THE LEADERSHIP SEMINAR

By Linda J. DeBerardinis

Editor’s note: Linda is a longtime member of the NFB and an officer in the Garden State Chapter.  She is always ready to volunteer at the drop of a hat.

I recently had the privilege of attending a Leadership Seminar held at the NFB Center in Baltimore.  It was interesting to learn about the history of the National Federation of the Blind.  It was also very interesting how the Archibald Story and the turbulence of some members was actually the start of the American Council of the Blind.  Some of the other useful information we were taught is how to build up our chapters, ways I can help myself become more assertive, and how to encourage our chapter members to become more involved.  I find Dr. Maurer a fascinating speaker and could listen to him for hours.  The weekend was rewarding and a great success, and I am very happy I was part of it.

*************************

REFLECTIONS ON THE NFB LEADERSHIP SEMINAR

By Andrew Godwin

Editor’s note: Andy Godwin is a longtime member of the NFB of NJ.  Here are his reflections on the Leadership Conference given by the NFB in Baltimore.


The three-day Leadership Seminar held at the National Center for the Blind in Baltimore, Maryland, on May 3-5 offered me an opportunity to expand my thinking process when working with my blind peers. 

This training covered areas such as understanding how blind people can achieve their goals to become successful, productive individuals in their community and methods of encouraging newly blind people to make the most out of life regardless of their vision loss.  The training also addressed ways to conquer and solve problems that the blind face in today’s society.  We discussed the challenges and roadblocks that visually impaired people need to negotiate.

I had the opportunity to visit the largest blindness adaptive technology center in the world.  This technology center offers hands-on demonstrations of an array of technology such as the latest in computer equipment, Braille displays, notetakers for the blind, a new talking ATM machine, and a talking voting machine.

This weekend was a great experience and I want to thank the NFB of NJ for the oppurtunity to gain so much knowledge. 

*************************

TOUCH AND SEE

By Gloria Lewis

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, located in New York City, has several programs and services to make its collections accessible to blind and visually impaired visitors.  

Six ancient Egyptian sculptures are available for a Touch Tour.  These sculptures are identified by Braille labels and information describing the sculptures, as well as a gallery plan showing their location, is available in Braille, enlarged print, and on tape.  This tour can be self guided (no advance reservation required) or the museum can provide a guide for an individual or group (advance reservation necessary).

Most works of art in the museum cannot be touched for reasons of conservation, but the museum does offer Verbal Imaging Tours on which guides describe the art and discuss it with the visitor.  Paintings, sculptures, stained glass, textiles, and jewelry in the permanent galleries as well as in special exhibits can be experienced in this way.  Another way to enjoy the museum is through the Touch Collection, which consists of a wide range of original art from the museum's permanent collection supplemented with casts and reproductions.  This collection is available to both adults and children.  Advance reservation is required for these two programs.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art is located at 1000 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York.  Let us all enjoy the benefits and services this museum provides and demonstrate that we can indeed participate fully in our society.

*************************

LETTERS









April 21, 2002

Dear Joe,

I'm writing to thank you for your generous support of the New Mexico Association of Blind Students.  We hope you actually wear the T‑shirts and we're also glad of the donation that you gave us.  More importantly, thank you for your positive feedback on our seminar.  Since it was the first event that we ever led, such encouragement means a great deal to me.

As you know, my officers are a dynamic group and ideas are coming in fast and furious for a seminar and social activities for this year.  Plans aren't firm yet, but we hope to build up membership and raise funds this year.  Once again, thank you for your support.  I look forward to seeing you again at some Federation event in the future.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Fogle

President

*************************









April 17, 2002

Dear Joe,

As I told you in our phone conversation, you were great.  Thank you so much for helping make our convention the best since I have been president, and that has been six years.

You will, or have already, received a small token of our appreciation for your efforts.  My Mary picked out a "story teller" for you because we think it so very appropriate.  An artist at the Cochiti pueblo did the piece of art, which is located just north of Albuquerque.  There is information included with the piece of sculpture that tells about the storyteller.  We hope you and your family enjoy its significance and a remembrance of your first assignment as a national representative.

Also, Joe, we appreciate very much your contribution to our student division.  Thank you, again.  I look forward to seeing you in Loo‑is‑ville!!!







Sincerely yours,






Arthur A. Schreiber






President

*************************

THE COURTESY RULES OF BLINDNESS

When you meet me don't be ill at ease.  It will help both of us if you remember these simple points of courtesy:

1.  I'm an ordinary person, just blind.  You don't need to raise your voice or address me as if I were a child.  Don't ask my spouse what I want–“Cream in the coffee?”–ask me.

2.  I may use a long white cane or guide dog to walk independently; or I may ask to take your arm.  Let me decide, and please don't grab my arm; let me take yours.  I'll keep a half-step behind to anticipate curbs and steps.

3. I want to know who's in the room with me.  Speak when you enter.  Introduce me to the others.  Include children, and tell me if there's a cat or dog.

4.  The door to a room, cabinet, or car left partially open is a hazard to me.

5.  At dinner I will not have trouble with ordinary table skills.

6.  Don't avoid words like “see.”  I use them, too.  I'm always glad to see you.

7.  I don't want pity.  But don't talk about the “wonderful compensations” of blindness.  My sense of smell, touch, or hearing did not improve when I became blind.  I rely on them more and, therefore, may get more information through those senses than you do--that's all.

8.  If I'm your houseguest, show me the bathroom, closet, dresser, window, and the light switch, too.  I like to know whether the lights are on.

9.  I'll discuss blindness with you if you're curious, but it's an old story to me.  I have as many other interests as you do.

10.  Don't think of me as just a blind person.  I'm just a person who happens to be blind.

*************************

NATIONAL FEDERATION of the BLIND of NEW JERSEY

26TH ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION

The NFB of NJ is proud to present

R E S P E C T

* Resources * Education * Skills *

* Partnership * Equality * Careers * Technology *

RESPECT will feature exciting speakers, influential policy makers, and experts in the fields of employment, mobility, legislation, Braille literacy, education, senior concerns, adaptive computer technology, and much more!

Friday, Nov. 8



10 AM to 5 PM--Exhibit Hall featuring technology and independent living 

aids to purchase.


12 PM to 5 PM--“Profit from Our Experience” employment seminar. 
Job seekers, don’t miss this seminar.  Bring your resume.


Friday Evening--Hospitality and Talent Showcase.  To sign up for the 
Showcase, call Jim Dougherty at (732)-549-5826 or Dan Brown at 

(732)-293-0297.

Saturday, Nov. 9

8 AM to 5 PM--Presentations by those who know about opportunities 
and services available to blind and visually impaired persons, Exhibit Hall, networking opportunities, door prizes, and surprises.  


Saturday evening--Banquet, Scholarship Presentations, and Auction!

Sunday, Nov. 10


Board Meeting, Resolutions, and Elections.

Last year’s Convention was terrific.  This one will be even better!  Be a part of the RESPECT convention--you’ll find what you need to succeed.

Register early.  If we receive your form by Nov. 1, each preregistered person will be eligible for a special drawing of a cash prize!  You will also receive express registration service at the Convention.  Form on next page.

For more information, please contact Joseph Ruffalo, NFB of NJ President, at (973) 759-3622 or one of the following NFB Chapter representatives:

Central Chapter



Andrew Godwin

(973) 233-0237

Garden State Chapter


Ever Lee Hairston

(856) 482-0865

Northern Chapter



Gerry Moreno

(973) 751-8771

Capital Chapter



Mary Jo Partyka

(609) 888-5459

Parents of Blind Children-NJ

Carol Castellano

(973) 377-0976

The National Federation of the Blind is changing what it means to be blind by promoting Security, Equality, and Opportunity.
Please join us for the

National Federation of the Blind of NJ

26TH ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION

November 8, 9, 10, 2002

Crowne Plaza Hotel

 36 Valley Rd., Clark, NJ 07066 * (732)-574-0100 

Access Link available to Rahway train station, a 5 or 10

 minute cab ride from hotel.  Station Cab (732)-388-2222.

* * * PRE-REGISTRATION FORM * * *
Register early.  If we receive your form by Nov. 1, each preregistered person 

will be eligible for a special drawing of a cash prize!  Those preregistered 

will also receive express registration service at the Convention.

Name
________________________________________________________

Address ___
___________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________
Please register all individuals attending, including children.  

List additional names on back.








How many?   
   Total $

Registration--Adult--$10



_________

________

Registration--Child 16 & under--Free,

_________

________

   but please register all children

Lunch Nov. 9--Adult--$15      


_________

________

Lunch Nov. 9--Child--$8



_________

________

Banquet Nov. 9--Adult/Child--$25

_________

________


Total Enclosed


          



________

Lunch and Banquet tickets will be collected at the meals.  You can pick them up or purchase them at the Registration Table.

Child care will be available on Saturday only.  Please call Joe Ruffalo at (973) 759-3622 by Oct. 15 to request child care.
I would like my agenda in: _____ Large Print   _____ Cassette   _____ Braille

Make your check payable to NFB of NJ and mail to:

Joseph Ruffalo * NFB of NJ * 69 Prospect Place * Belleville, NJ 07109

Reserve a room at the hotel at the special $79 NFB room rate!

Special rate guaranteed till Oct. 15.  After Oct. 15, rates may increase.

For additional information, contact Pres. Joseph Ruffalo at (973) 759-3622

or one of the representatives on the previous page.

All volunteers, please report to the Registration Table.
