
[image: image1.jpg]@
NATIONAL FEDERATION

 OF THE BLIND

NEW JERSEY

Live the life you want.




The National Federation of the Blind knows that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or your future.

Every day we raise the expectations of blind people because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams.

You can have the life you want; blindness does not hold us back.

Together with love, hope and determination, we transform dreams into reality.

The NFB is an organization where the blind and interested sighted persons can come together to plan and carry out programs to improve the quality of life of the blind.

The National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey was established in 1976 and has grown to eight chapters and nine divisions, including: 

Diabetes, technology, parents of blind children, students, seniors, deaf-blind, merchants, guide dog and to promote the use of Braille.

For additional information, please visit our state website at www.nfbnj.org
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NFBNJ Chapters

Note: Dates and times are subject to change; therefore, please contact the phone number and/or email for the president for any possible changes.
At Large Chapter
Conference call the last Thurs. of each month,                                                                       8pm - 9mp, except in July& November


712-432-0180, enter code 460994

Joe Ruffalo

973-743-0075


Nfbnj1@verizon.net
Capital Chapter
Third Sat., Hamilton Township Public Library, 10am – noon


Mary Jo Partyka

609-888-5459



choirnfb@gmail.com
Central Jersey Chapter
Second Sat., Joseph Kohn Training Center, New Brunswick, 10am - noon


Jerilyn Higgins
973-239-8874



Jdhiggins3@verizon.net
Garden State Chapter
Third Sat., Kennedy Memorial Hospital auditorium, Cherry Hill
10am – Noon

Ryan Stevens

856-240-1497



RYSteve@comcast.net
Glasstown Chapter

First Sat., Inspira Fitness Center, 

Vineland, 9:45am - 11:45am


LydiaKeller

856-696-3518



lydiakeller@comcast.net
Northeast Chapter
Third Sat., St. Mathew’s Church, Secaucus, 10am - 12:30pm

Dan Facchini

201-906-8655



danfb@verizon.net
Northern Chapter
Third Sat., Free Public Library, 3rd Floor, Newark, 10am - noon


Rebecca Bryant
973-723-6559


rirvin14@optonline.net
South Jersey Shore Chapter
Second Sat., Lions Blind Center, Absecon, 10am - 1pm
Anthony Lanzilotti
609-351-3038



Tti777@gmail.com

NFBNJ Divisions
BlindMerchants

Dan Facchini

201-906-8655



danfb@verizon.net
Blind Students

Vee Gaspa

434-989-1868



Veronica.gaspa@student.shu.edu
Braille Division

Mary Jo Partyka
609-888-5459



choirnfb@gmail.com
Deaf-Blind Division

Alice Eaddy

856-765-0601




Cheiro_alice@aol.com
Diabetes Action Network of NFBNJ

Rebecca Bryant
973-723-6559



Rirvin14@optonline.net
Guide Dog Users

Dan Facchini

201-906-8655



danfb@verizon.net
Parents of Blind Children-NJ

Carol Castellano
973-377-0976



blindchildren@verizon.net
Senior Blind

Jane Degenshein
973-736-5785


Jdegen16@comcast.net
Technology Division

Jane Degenshein
973-736-5785



Jdegen16@comcast.net

Programs, Projects & Committees

Adopt Adaptive Equipment
Joe Ruffalo

973-743-0075

Nfbnj1@verizon.net

Ed Godfrey

856-848-6372


Egodfrey137@gmail.com
BELL Academy

Mary Jo Partyka
609-888-5459



choirnfb@gmail.com

Holly Miller

732-610-5478


pobcnj@gmail.com

Jerilyn Higgins
973-239-8874


Jdhiggins3@verizon.net
Blind Childrens Resource Center

Carol Castellano
973-377-0976


blindchildren@verizon.net
Braille Mentoring Program

Mary Jo Partyka
609-888-5459



choirnfb@gmail.com
Building Chapters & Membership

Rick Fox

973-743-6107


Richardfox1@comcast.net
GreenDrop

Linda DeBerardinis
856-735-5559


Ljdeber3@comcast.net
HAVA Liaison

Rebecca Bryant
973-723-6559



Rirvin14@optonline.net

Anthony Lanzilotti
609-351-3038



Tti777@gmail.com
KNFB Liaison

Rick Fox

973-743-6107


Richardfox1@comcast.net
Legislative Coordinator

Ryan Stevens

856-240-1497


RYSteve@comcast.net

Anthony Lanzilotti
609-351-3038



Tti777@gmail.com
Liability Insurance Committee

Phil Harrison

609-545-8575


pbharrison39@comcast.net

Marketing Consultant

Amo Musharraf
732-821-1691


Amo.musharraf@outlook.com
NFB-NEWSLINE®

Jane Degenshein
973-736-5785


Jdegen16@comcast.net
PAC Plan Coordinator

Brian Mackey

609-953-6988



Bmackey88@gmail.com
Parliamentarian

Ryan Stevens

856-240-1497


RYSteve@comcast.net
Public Relations/Press Core Committee


Joe Ruffalo

973-743-0075



Nfbnj1@verizon.net
Resolutions Committee

Ryan Stevens

856-240-1497


RYSteve@comcast.net
Scholarship Committee


Jerilyn Higgins
973-239-8874


Jdhiggins3@verizon.net
Social Media Coordinator


Vee Gaspa

434 -989-1868



Veronica.gaspa@student.shu.edu
Sounding Board

Kathy Gabry

201-998-9427


Specialk38@aol.com

Mary Jo Partyka
609-888-5459



choirnfb@gmail.com

Jerilyn Higgins
973-239-8874



Jdhiggins3@verizon.net

Barbara Shallit

201-213-2885


barbart@tullensound.com
Vehicle Donation Program

Anthony Lanzilotti
609-351-3038



Tti777@gmail.com
Webmaster


Brian Mackey

609-953-6988



Bmackey88@gmail.com
White Cane Committee

Jane Degenshein
973-736-5785


Jdegen16@comcast.net

Brian Mackey

609-953-6988



Bmackey88@gmail.com

Each year, the National Federation of the Blind and the National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey awards scholarships at the banquet of each convention to worthy students with vision loss. For additional information pertaining to the national scholarships, please visit www.nfb.org/scholarships or contact the NFB Scholarship Committee at scholarships@nfb.org. For additional information pertaining to state scholarships, please visit www.nfbnj.org/scholarships or contact Jerilyn Higgins at 973-239-8874 or jdhiggins3@verizon.net, or Joe Ruffalo at 973-743-0075 or nfbnj1@verizon.net.

The National Federation of the Blind continues to partner with Vehicles for Charity on a vehicle donation program. This program accepts almost any vehicle for donation including trucks, cars, boats, motorcycles, and recreational vehicles.  Donations may be eligible for a tax donation on the donor’s federal income tax return. The organization receives an average of $360 for each vehicle donated.  We need your help in order for this program to succeed.  You can visit the Vehicle Donation material webpage at www.nfb.org/vehicle-donation-materials where you will find ideas on how to share this program with potential donors.  Remember our main job is to let the public know about the Vehicle Donation Program.  On this website you will find flyers, mail inserts and press releases that can be shared with businesses and the local media. The New Jersey contact for the Vehicle Donation Program is Anthony Lanzilotti, who can be reached at tti777@gmail.com or by calling 609-351-3038.
the National Federation of the Blind has teamed up with Green Drop to collect donations of clothing, household items, kitchenware, toys and games, sporting goods, baby items, and movies, books and CDs.  Visit www.goGreendrop.com for more information.  Your donations can be taken to specified drop-off locations, or you can arrange for a pickup by calling 888-610-4632 or by going to www.nfbpickup.org.  The funds raised from this program go into the National Federation of the Blind’s General Fund to support programs for veterans, blind STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) students, and seniors as well as the ongoing efforts to improve equality for the blind. Make sure all boxes and bags are marked NFB so that we can get credit for the donated items. The New Jersey contact for the GreenDrop program is Linda DeBerardinis, who can be reached at ljdeber3@comcast.net or by calling 856-735-5559.
by supporting the National Federation of the Blind’s Pre-Authorized Contribution (PAC) Plan through pre-approving as little as $5 a month to be transferred into the general account of the NFB, you assist the NFB to provide free literature, free white canes, free slate and styluses, and much more All you need to do is fill out the form found at https://nfb.org/images/nfb/documents/pdf/pac-form-fillout-accessible.pdf and send to the national center in Baltimore. If you wish to learn more, contact the NJ PAC Plan chairman Brian Mackey at 609-953-6988 or bmackey88@gmail.com.

The National Federation of the Blind of New Jersey will celebrate its 40th state convention, Raising Expectations, from Thursday, November 10 through Sunday, November 13, 2016. The location is the Holiday Inn, 151 Route 72 East, Manahawkin, New Jersey  08050. To call for hotel reservations, dial, 1-609-481-6100 and use the code of NFB. Room rates are $89 per night, plus tax.  All registered for overnight lodging will receive a free breakfast for each in the room for the number of nights of lodging. The state convention committee will be preparing convention items, activities during the convention, numerous seminars/presentations, an exhibit room, technology updates, present state scholarships, provide door prizes and offer auction items. For questions for the state convention, please contact Joe Ruffalo at 973-743-0075 or nfbnj1@verizon.net. Please visit www.nfbnj.org/convention.php for additional information regarding the convention.

